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AGM
Our AGM is on Sunday 6th of March 2011 at 10.00am 

At Rye Hill Tenants Association Hall 
(near the junction of Rye Hill Park and Peckham Rye Common) 

Election of Offcers
Presentation of Prizes for Best Plot of 2010

Come along share your ideas and get involved in the running of our site
Refreshments provided

AGM
Our AGM is the most formal event in our 
allotment calendar.  It's an opportunity for new 
members to contribute fresh ideas and for old 
hands to let everyone know what perhaps is not 
working for them.  We conduct proceedings as 
effciently as possible but as with all democratic 
processes – we need a steady show of hands.  
Over the past couple of years the society  has 
secured funding, frstly, to rebuild our toilet 
facilities and secondly to refurbish our 
wonderful hut.  The area around the toilets is 
continually being developed and lovingly tended. 
It looks truly remarkable – (who cares to 
remember the portacabins that were there 
before?) and the hut is fast becoming a real 
hive of buzzing activity.  
Both of these projects were initiated, developed 
and continue through members generously 
affording the society their time.  The committee 
are open to suggestions and always appreciate a 
helping hand so come along and dig in.  
If you cant come along to the AGM but would 
like a bit more info on getting involved then 
please, please drop a note in one of our post 
boxes situated on the gates or call into the 
shop/hut on a Sunday morning. 
Lastly, we try to give timely reminders of 
important dates on our noticeboards so keep 
your peepers peeled!

Please be considerate of local residents when visiting the 
site.  Close gates quietly and respect wishes with regard 
to parking etc. Don't dump rubbish - take it home.

And the winner is...

Summer 2010 we held our frst photographic competition.
This amazing image of bees looking for a new home was 
taken by a member of the bee group.
Prizes were awarded at the BBQ in September for 
People , Produce and Plots.  Get snapping now for 2011.

Drought Doubts...
During a discussion concerning the effects of last year’s 
dry spell, the need to water manually and the possible 
stunted growth of crops, an authoritative source made 
the following point to me. London tap water is hard, it 
already carries a load of minerals when it comes out of 
the tap. Therefore, its ability to pick up extra chemicals in 
the form of non organic fertilizers and spread them 
through the soil is more limited than rain water. In the 
worst case scenario, the tap water may become saturated 
with fertilizers, minerals, salts etc. with the consequence 
that any fertilizer already in the ground might be either 
washed away before being dissolved or concentrated to 
the extent that it might burn the roots of some plants. 
The moral of the story being if prolonged dry weather is 
expected be careful of how much chemical fertilizer you 
use and consider how best to water it in.          
John Clark



Allotment Bee Group
The bee group had a very eventful year in 2010, 
amongst other things we:
Participated in workshops regarding bee health,
Acted as stewards and entered our honey into a 
competition at the National Honey Show,
Collected a swarm and re-hived it,
Re-queened a queen-less hive,
Split one colony of bees into two colonies. 
We started off the year with one hive and have 
gone into winter with four.
The year has been a big learning curve for all.
Oh, and let's not forget that our honey was 
"highly commended" at the National Honey 
Show,
Hoping our bees come through the Winter and 
looking forward to 2011.

STUART ROAD ALLOTMENTS HISTORY
Our chair and Secretary thought it would be a 
good idea to try to collect a history of our 
Society and the allotment site. 
Whilst they have assembled a few facts about 
its past they thought it would be worthwhile to 
collect reminiscences of members, particularly 
those members who have had a plot for a long 
time. If you are interested in sharing your 
memories write what you remember yourself, or 
if you prefer to talk it over, John or Maureen 
could write down what you remember for you. 
Contact either on site or leave a message at the 
hut.  clarkjohns@btinternet.com Maureen at 
maureen.marks1@ntlworld.com or by phone at 
0207-732-4543. John Clark Chair

Children’s Corner
Great free website with 1000’s of downloads, 
games and activities.
www.naturedetectives.org.uk

Dates for the Diary

February 2nd – March 9th, 11am – 2pm.  Free workshops 
for 6 weeks at Mayow Community Garden, Sydenham. 
Planting, propagating, companion and caring for plants. 
17th Feb. from 1pm - 3:30pm – Dulwich Upper Wood. Tree 
identifcation walk at Dulwich Upper Wood . 
J.Murphy@btcv.org.uk to book as places limited.

Sunday 6th March - 10.00am. AGM  
Stuart Road Allotment Society (thats us!) Rye Hill 
Tenants Association Hall.
Wed 30th March 7.30pm.  Talk by RSPB on local birds. 
Parish Room, St Augustine’s (Friends of One Tree Hill).
Sat 2nd April 5.30am   Dawn Chorus. Watch the birds get 
up. (The feathered kind).  FOTH, Meet at St Augustine’s 
gates. 

Sat 9th April – 2.30pm - 4.30pm Camberwell Gardens 
Guild Spring Show. Clubland Methodist Hall Grosvenor 
Terrace, Camberwell Road. (See website)
Sat 7th May 11am - 1pm. South London Botanical 
Institute offer a range of talks, workshops and social 
evenings as well as their famous annual Plant sale. See 
website for details or leafet in the allotment shop: 
w  ww.slbi.org.uk  
Sat 7th May 1pm - 3pm Seed and Plant Swap 
Stuart Road Allotments. (Us again!) Delicious Home 
Made cakes and tea too!
Sun 8th of May 12pm - 6pm Dulwich Park Fair.
Sat 21st May, from 11- 5.00 Friends of Nunhead 
Cemetery open day with Stuart Road Allotments Stall. 
Help or support on the day welcome!

Stick to the Plot!
The new growing season is with us and with this season 
comes the dreaded Inspections!
It is not the committee’s aim to fnd fault, but to 
encourage and support full and productive use of the 
land.
Inspections have taken on a new format whereby plots 
are inspected not on a set day, but sometime in the weeks 
leading up to the Committee Meeting. (Meetings take 
place on the frst Sunday of the month Feb-Nov.) 
This change is not to catch people out but to get back 
some of our Sunday morning lie in.
The inspection form is a tick sheet with the following 
headings:-
Less than ½ worked
Only ½ worked
Less than ½ cultivated
Plot weedy
Rubbish
Path needs cutting
Path needs repair
Plot number missing
If you fnd that you cannot fully manage or maintain your 
plot, please contact a committee member and we will be 
able to help by fnding a solution or offering support.
If you have any comments, please come to the AGM and 
have your say, join the committee or just have a cup of 
coffee. If you have never been, come and check it out. All 
welcome. Refreshments available free.
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