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AGM
Our AGM is on Sunday 4th of March 2012 at 10.00am 

At Rye Hill Tenants Association Hall 
(near the junction of Rye Hill Park and Peckham Rye Common) 

Election of Officers
Presentation of Prizes for Best Plot of 2011

Come along share your ideas and get involved in the running of our site
Refreshments provided

A hat-tastic time was had by all 
at our summer barbecue.
AGM
It's that time of year again.  Before we get the 
growing season underway let's get the formalities 
out of the way - our Annual General Meeting.  This 
is when we elect our committee members and make 
any changes to our constitution and rules.  We are 
always keen to have new members on the 
committee.  Members meet on the first Sunday of 
every month to discuss the general running of the 
site.  We also carry out plot inspections once a 
month from February to November.  There are lots 
of other events where ordinary members lend a 
hand for example the Seed Swap Day, Nunhead 
Cemetary Open Day – a fundraiser for the barbecue 
and of course the Harvest Barbecue always held on 
the second weekend in September. New members 
have recently brought their expertise to drawing up 
a risk assessment for the site.  We would love to get 
a web site up and running so if you think you could 
help out with this or any of the above then please 
come along to the AGM and make yourself known. 

TO ALL PLOT HOLDERS
As many of you will know, in January of this year, a 
number of sheds and boxes on the allotment site were 
broken into. Regrettably the committee is made aware 
periodically that there are break-ins and thefts from 
members sheds and plots. We have had discussions with 
the local community police officers and have given 
them keys in order that they may patrol the site. The 
police advise that any thefts or damage should be 
reported to them by the individual plot holders 
concerned. We would also wish such instances be 
reported to the committee via a note left in the shop 
or in the mail boxes on the entry gates. To combat this 
menace, members of the committee regularly patrol 
the site looking for damage to the fences, which is 
promptly repaired. We would again remind plot holders 
to report any losses to the police and the committee. 
Alan Downes Site Manager. alandownes1@aol.co.uk
Community Police – 0208-721-2443
www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods

• Make sure you ask for an incident number.
• Do not tackle anyone yourself.
• Work together with other plotholders to share 

information and suspicions. 
• Do not keep valuable equipment on your 

allotment always take it home.
• Mark the tools you leave in your shed clearly, it 

reduces their value to the thief.

The hut shop is open every Sunday from 10 till 12.  If  
you dont see what your after then John Peeke our  
shop manager will always try to source it for you.

Please be considerate of local residents when visiting the 
site.  Close gates quietly and respect wishes with regard 
to parking etc. Don't dump rubbish - take it home.

mailto:alandownes1@aol.co.uk
http://www.met.police.uk/saferneighbourhoods


The National Society of Allotment and Leisure 
Gardeners provides resources and support to gardeners 
all over the country. We as a society are members of the 
National Society. Bridget and Kate attended a regional 
meeting in October last year after a call for volunteers 
was made.  They were duly elected onto the regional 
committee and voluteered to 'man' the NSALG stall at 
Wisely's A Taste Of Autumn Show over two days.  The 
event was a fantastic success and lots of information was 
exchanged with other enthusiastic gardeners.  Both 
Bridget and Kate were initially apprehensive but on the 
day it transpired that they actually had a lot to offer as 
our site is in fact quite well managed by our own 
committee.   Alan came along on day two.  Other events 
are planned for the coming year including The Grow Your 
Own Show at Loseley Park (see diary for dates) and of 
course Wiseley later in the autumn.  NSALG are keen to 
have new volunteers to help at these events.  It's a great 
day out, entry to the event is free, some expenses are 
covered and lunch is provided. 

Allotment Bee Group
We have gone into winter with five colonies, 3 quite 
strong but 2 slightly weaker.
We treated with Oxalic Acid (Rhubarb leaves) to 
combat the Varroa mite. The Bee Inspectors predict 
heavy losses this year due to the mild winter hence 
the queen has carried on laying
which means the Varroa has carried on multiplying 
too. Starvation losses are predicted to be high as 
well.
We didn't take any honey from our bees this year. 
When we went to take the honey, the bees had 
already started to eat it so we left it for them. As 
always we have given the bees the best possibly 
chance to come through the winter.
We have re-queened a couple of hives with very 
good queens and hope to have a succesful 2012.
Be friendly to our bees by sowing a few extra bee 
friendly flowers and plants this year. Research has 
shown that there are a large number of hives in 
close proximity to ours and we dont want our bees 
to grow hungry. 

BONFIRES
Under the Society’s rules Bonfires are not permitted on 
site; however the Committee is in agreement that in 
order to help keep the site clean and because of 
cultural tradition of Guy Fawkes Night bonfires may be 
lit on November 5th. However in agreeing to this and to 
reduce any nuisance bonfires should be managed in line 
with good practice.  That is no materials that produce 
black smoke should be burnt i.e. rubber plastics.  That 
the fire should be constructed so that air can enter at 
bottom thus causing the fire to burn hot and reduce 
smoke. That damp or green material is only added in 
small quantities. The plot holder must be in attendance 
for the duration of the fire. Further information on 
good practice can be found on line at: 
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/pdf/mhc-env-
aircode-defra-cop.pdf  (short cut: The Air code)

John Clark Chair

Dates for the Diary
Sunday 26th of February 10 till 2pm -  Free! An 
Introduction to Forest Gardening for Allotment Holders. 
Presented by Sue Amos, Landscape Designer, on plot 212. 
Email for details and to reserve a place 
mossysue@gmail.com.
Sunday 4th of March 10.00a.m. - Stuart Road 
Allotment Society AGM. A must for your diary, all 
welcome, free refreshments.
Saturday 24th of March 5.00 a.m. - Dawn Chorus 
walk. Meet at One Tree Hill, Honour Oak Park Gate.
Sunday 6th and Monday 7th of May 10 till 5.00pm. 
The Grow Your Own Show at Loseley Park, Guildford.
Saturday 12th of May 11 till 1p.m. - The south London 
Botanical Institute Annual Plant Sale.  Check web site 
for details and other events www.slbi.org.uk.
Sunday 13th of May. Our very own Seedy Sunday 12 
till 2pm.  Stuart Road Allotments Seed and Plant swap 
day. (Get sowing now!).
Saturday 19th of May 'Our Stall' @ Nunhead 
Cemetary Open Day 11.00 till 5.30pm. 
Sunday 20th of May -  Kent House Road allotments 
Open Day.
Thursday 24th of May 7.30pm  Evening Bird Walk at 
One Tree Hill. Details as above.

Top Tips!
Pumpkins grow vigorously producing a lot of ground cover 
and require a lot of watering. To make watering easier, 
make a shallow depression around where you intend to 
plant the pumpkin with a cane in the middle. The 
depression helps prevent water runoff and the cane gives 
an indication of where to water when there is a lot of 
growth.
The Dreaded Blight.
Last year was a particularly bad year for Tomato and 
Potato blight. It was noticed that a number of plot 
holders left diseased plants on their plots.  This can have 
an impact on other plot holders crops as the disease is air 
borne. Best practise is to remove all blighted and diseased 
rubbish away from the site.

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/pdf/mhc-env-aircode-defra-cop.pdf
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