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AGM
Our AGM is on Sunday 16th of March 2014 at 10.00am 

At Rye Hill Tenants Association Hall 
(near the junction of Rye Hill Park and Peckham Rye Common) 

Election of Officers
Presentation of Prizes for Best Plot of 2013

Come along share your ideas and get involved in the running of our site
Refreshments provided

AGM
Our site is run by a small number of dedicated 
volunteers and committee members.  The committee 
is elected at the AGM and any rule changes are 
ratified at this meeting.   We have managed a great 
many improvements to the site in recent years 
including the restoration of the communal hut – an 
invaluable resource for everyone and a swanky new 
toilet block.  We need new committee members to 
bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm to help keep our 
site one of the best around.  Please come along and 
make your self known, have your say, share any 
thoughts and plough in with whatever you can offer.

Seeds and seedlings please!
The polytunnel situated at the rear of the shop was funded 
by a very generous anonymous donation. Currently, we are 
raising seedlings for sale, available to members on Sunday 
mornings during shop opening times.  We will sell excess 
stock at Nunhead Cemetery Open Day - 17th of May – to 
raise funds for the Harvest BBQ in September.  We have a 
swap day on the 10th of May planned. If you have excess 
seedlings, seeds or garden plants bring them along and swap 
or donate please.  All excess will be taken to be sold the 
following week.  Extra hands to help run the stall at the 
open day are always welcome.  

Fruit and Veg Hats at the Harvest BBQ...

The Eco-garden project at Stuart Road allotments is looking 
for volunteers...
Run by Stepping Stones, a South London charity, it provides 
educational, social, and leisure services for adults with learning 
disabilities. Sessions start again in March and are normally on a 
Saturday morning at 10.30am for 2-3 hours. The project is 
coordinated by a Social and Therapeutic Horticulturalist with a 
support worker and are designed for users to develop life and 
social skills, while building confidence, working together and 
having fun. We need volunteers to help with the sessions and 
general maintenance of the plot at other times. Volunteering can 
be a one off or an ongoing commitment – we just need extra 
pairs of hands and of course you will get a share of produce. 
If you are interested in volunteering or just finding out more 
then please contact Maria mariadevereaux@yahoo.co.uk. We also 
need tools (or any seeds) so if you have any you want to donate

please also get in touch.         

Can we ask you to cast your eye over the rules before 
embarking on major changes to your plot.

• Sheds need permission from the Chair.

• Paths should be maintained and kept free of 
obstructions.

• Glass houses are not permitted on site.

• Bonfires are only permitted on the 5th of 
November.

• Children should be supervised at all times.

• Fences around plots are not permitted.

mailto:mariadevereaux@yahoo.co.uk


A Taste of Honey...         

The bee group have moved one hive out to an apiary until 
the old winter bees die off and are replaced by the new 
queens' progeny.  The hive will then be moved back to the 
bee plot.  We are going to research the cost of making 
hand cream fit for gardeners from the wax.
Local garden honey is on sale in Ayres the Bakers in 
Nunhead Lane. 

National Allotment Society - www.nsalg.org.uk. 
Access this for discussion, information and special offers.  
Login: userID: M4541 Password: reservoirdigs.
While on-line why not peruse:- 
www.stuartroadallotmentsociety.wordpress.com   
Stuart Road Allotments - Facebook Group 
@Reservoirdigs - Twitter.

Top Tips
March
Sow direct beetroot, broad beans, brussel sprouts, 
cabbage, carrots, peas and turnips.
Plant direct asparagus crowns, potatoes, shallots and 
onion sets
Pinch the top of the broad bean plants when in flower 
to reduce attack from blackfly.
Sow hardy peas in guttering to plant out in April.
Harvest
Broccoli, sprouts, cabbage, kale, spinach, rhubarb, 
lettuce and leeks.

April
Sow direct beetroot, broad beans, brussel sprouts, 
carrots, kale, peas and lettuce
Lettuce can be sown in module trays every two 
weeks for a continuous supply during the growing 
season. Plant them out 12” apart when large enough 
to handle.
Plant direct onion sets and potatoes.
Harvest
Asparagus, broccoli, rhubarb and spring onions.
Enrich any areas being saved for later crops with 
green manures.

Planning the Allotment Year
It’s the New Year and if you have not already done 
so time to give consideration to planning for the 
allotment and gardening year ahead. Deciding what 
to grow depends not just your wish list but how 
much space you have, when to plant and how long 
before harvesting.  To this end the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) have on their web site a 
calendar style “Veg Planner” that covers the whole 
year.  This can be down loaded and printed. The RHS 
web site also offers plenty of advice on line, basic 
and detailed on how to manage an allotment and 
garden.
Next with New Year’s resolutions and a cunning plan 
in mind it’s off to the allotment with fork and spade 
in hand.  But it’s important to decided what time you 
can or be prepared to spend on the plot on each 
occasion and what can be achieved in that time. 
Stick to the planned task in hand and don’t deviate 
from it until completed otherwise frustration might 
set in. Complete the task within the scheduled time 
and satisfaction is likely result.
John Clark,
Chairman.
Diary Dates
Sunday 16th of March 10.00am –  Stuart Road Allotment 
Society AGM. A must for your diary, all welcome, free 
refreshments.
Friday 28th – Sunday 30th March – Edible Garden Show at 
Alexandra Palace. www.theediblegardenshow.co.uk
Saturday 5th of April 5.00am – Dawn Chorus Walk Peckham 
Rye Park, meet by the cafe.
Saturday 5th of April – Spring Show, Camberwell Gardeners 
Guild www.camberwellgardensguild.org.uk.
Saturday 10th of May 12-2.00pm – Our very own Seedy 
Saturday Swap Day Outside the hut.
Saturday 17th of May 11.00- 5.00pm – Our stall at Friends of 
Nunhead Cemetery  Open Day.
Sunday 27th of April 3.30pm - Peckham Society Talk on 
POW's on Peckham Rye.  St Johns Goose Green.
From 8th of February for 5 weeks, Crafty Explorers is open from 
12-5 Wednesday to Friday and from 10-5 on weekends at Nunhead 
Corner on the Green. It's free, so if your aged around 5 get a 
responsible big person to take you along for some crafty exploring. 
You can follow Crafty Explorers on Twitter at @CraftyExplorers.
First Sunday of every month, Friends of Peckham Rye Park, 
Community Wildlife Garden Volunteers needed for monthly 
maintenance, weeding etc. @2pm tools provided.
The South London Botanical Institute have a comprehensive 
events list at www.slbi.org.uk.
London Bee Keepers host an array of events from 'Making soap' 
to 'Microscopy' see www.lbka.org.uk.

The Shed Shop has new season stock in 
now.  If you don't see what your looking for 
ask John the shop manager if he can get it 
in for you.  Also, we have seedlings for sale 
from the polytunnel.  Cheapest in town!   
The shop opens on Sundays from 10am-12pm.

Adopt a Fence Panel Patch – bring a splash of colour 
and feed the bees by growing your own flowers and 
herbs along the Borland Road and Elland Road fences.  
Between each panel there is an 18” strip and all you 
have to do is select a panel that's free and get 
planting. There are underlying pipes so no deep rooting 
plants please.  

Alan Downes, Site Manager.
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