
By-Laws 

1. All new members accepted by the Society shall be entitled to a plot not exceeding five rods, 
or a half plot.  If a half plot is accepted then after twelve months membership a further half 
plot may be let, or transfer to a full plot, on application providing that the first half plot has 
been kept in good condition. Limit of two half plots or one full plot of five rods per member.

2. Every member on joining the Society will be provided with a key to the grounds for a fee, 
refundable when membership of the Society is terminated and the key returned. Keys remain 
the property of the Society. Duplicate Keys must not be cut by the members, but may be 
obtained from the Secretary for a fee, and on production of a membership card. If a 
membership card is lost and a replacement required a fee will be charged.

3. The letting of plots remains the responsibility of the Committee.  In no circumstances may 
members pass on their plots to other persons, such a transfer is invalid and the person taking 
over will not be accepted and will be expelled from the grounds.

4. Members shall not enter or leave the ground except by the gates provided, and on entering or 
leaving must leave the gate securely locked. 

5. Any member changing their address must notify the secretary at the earliest opportunity.  
Failure to do so may result in a loss of rights or privileges.

6. No member shall sub-let their plot or any part there of. 
7. Any a plotholdcr wishing to give up his plot must give notice to the Secretary in writing and 

at the expiration of their Tenancy and must return key or keys for which a cash allowance will 
be made

8. Member’s vehicular access is to the forecourt of the hut for delivery purposes only, never on 
the paths and no parking is allowed at any time. All vehicles must be driven at a walking 
pace.

9. The annual rent shall be due by the last Sunday in September by mid-day and all members in 
default shall pay a fine. If a member is in arrears of their rent by a calendar month their 
membership will be terminated.  The Society has the absolute right to re-possess a plot when 
rent remains in default.

10. Members may apply for transfer from one plot to another providing their former plot has been 
kept in good condition. 

11. There shall be a perimeter path of at least 24” around each plot free from any impediment. 
There must be no obstruction, dumping of rubbish, overhanging of crops or fruit bushes and 
paths must present no impediment to free and safe movement of members. 

12. Every member shall be responsible for keeping their paths in good and safe condition and use 
their best endeavours to protect all property on the Society’s grounds. That all paths must be 
kept clear. Members shall be responsible for maintaining their plot/s in good order; failure to 
do so may result in the forfeiture of membership.

13. The growing of produce for sale is not permitted.
14. No trees (excepting fruit bushes) shall be planted.
15. All members are responsible for maintaining the stakes that mark the boundary of their plot 

and ensuring that their plots are clearly numbered.
16. Watering shall be done by means of a watering can or syringe, watering with hoses is 

prohibited.
17. Members must not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupants, whether visitors to, or 

members of other plots, or to the neighbourhood. 
18. Strimmers or other power tools may only be used on site between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 

p.m.



19. No children shall be admitted unless accompanied by an adult and under their control. They 
shall be restricted to the members plot only and must not be permitted to use the grounds as a 
playground.

20. No relative or friends of members shall be allowed on the ground less accompanied by the 
member or in possession of their rent card.

21. The erection of Sheds and Rainshelters are permitted by the Societies Landlords only in 
specified areas of the site.  Therefore any member wishing to erect such a structure must first 
obtain permission of the Committee and must in any case conform to the following 
specification: 

 Portable and / or could easily be dismantled.
 The only foundations permitted would be those laid on the surface of the 

ground and easily lifted or removed.
 Height maximum 6ft 10ins. 
 Base area 8ftx6ft, or equivalent area.
 Colour would be subdued to fit in with location.
 Located so that no nuisance would be caused to other plot holders or local 

residents.
22. Members may also erect one “polytunnel” per plot. The permitted maximum size and type of 

base is the same as that which is stipulated of the installation of sheds. 
23. Radios are permitted providing the volume is kept low and do not cause annoyance.
24. Dogs shall not be admitted unless kept on a leash at all times. If any dog fouls on the 

Society’s land the owner of the dog must promptly clear up the nuisance.
25. Manure shall only be deposited on member’s plots or on a place approved by the Committee. 

It must not be allowed to cause a nuisance. 
26. Rubbish must be composted, buried or removed from the Society's ground. 
27. The lighting of bonfires is not permitted; failure to observe this rule may render the member 

liable to prosecution from the Council in addition to any action taken by the Society.
28. That each plotholder shall be personally responsible for keeping their ground in proper 

cultivation or in default after formal notice in writing has been given the plot shall be 
forfeited to the Society. Each plotholder shall use his best endeavours to protect fences and 
gates, and keep in repair the path adjoining his plot.

29. That no plot shall have a fence that covers, wholly or in part the perimeter of the plot and any 
such existing fence shall be removed.

30. That the construction of any new fruit cage on site must conform to the following:  That the 
netting used must be of a type produced for that purpose  and must not have a mesh smaller 
than 15 mm. That the width of the plots perimeter path should be as laid down in the rules 
and that the fruit cage should be so positioned as to sit back from the edge of the path by one 
additional foot. That access to cages is available to Committee members at all times for the 
purpose of inspections.

31. That any member proved guilty of theft from the Allotment shall be immediately expelled, 
and shall forfeit all rights or benefits as a member of the Society.

32. The Society shall not be responsible for loss to members of their property or produce from 
site due to theft, vandalism or any other cause.  The Society will not pay compensation to any 
member or ex-member for produce or fruit trees after termination of their membership. 

33. That all the Rules shall be strictly enforced and all ground let by the Society shall he in 
accordance with these rules.  Any plotholder contravening any of the aforesaid Rules shall, 
after appearing before the Committee be liable to have their membership of the Society 
terminated and their plot/s forfeited without compensation or claims on the Society. 

34. Members must observe and abide by any rules, regulations or covenants set by the Landlords 
with whom the Society has an agreement. 



35. Any member whose breach of any of the rules is gross may be liable to immediate expulsion 
and exclusion from the Societies grounds until such time as the Committee has meet and 
considered the case.

36. Alterations and additions to these rules may only be made at an Annual General Meeting and 
notice of such alteration or addition must be given to the Secretary in writing not later than 
seven days before such meeting. Any matter not provided for in the rules shall be left to the 
Committee's decision which shall become operative and final until the next A.G.M. 

37. The signing of the form of application or the receipt for membership is an acknowledgement 
of the foregoing rules and is an acceptance of the same and an agreement to abide by them.

38. Those members retiring after valuable service may be elected to Life Membership of the 
Society by the AGM. Such members may attend any meeting of the Society but they will not 
have any voting rights.

39. COMPLAINTS
All complaints should be processed in the shortest time scale that is practicable in the 
circumstance involved.

Any member who wishes to formally make a complaint should in the first instance try to resolve 
the issue informally with a committee member or an officer of the Society.  Should the issue 
remain unresolved the member should then write to the secretary stating clearly that they are 
making a complaint and the nature of their complaint.

If the issue can not be resolved immediately the secretary will acknowledge in writing receipt of 
the complaint and outline what action is intended.  The secretary will investigate the complaint 
and inform the member in writing of their findings.

Should the member be dissatisfied with the secretary’s findings or the time scale involved then 
the member should write to the chair of the Society with copies of all correspondence and any 
further relevant information.  The chair will review the complaint and place their findings before 
the committee. The chair will convey the Committees decision to the member in writing.

Should the member remain dissatisfied then the member has the right to raise the matter at the 
AGM.  Should the member want the issue placed on the agenda of the AGM then the chair must 
receive the request in writing, supported by the signatures of ten members, together will all the 
correspondence and relevant information at least seven days before the AGM.

Should any dispute arise between two members of the society that does not involve the 
Constitution or the Rules of the Society or their interpretation, or any member of the Society who 
is acting as a Committee member or Officer of the Society or their agents, application may be 
made to the Committee for redress.  If the Committee cannot bring the parties to agreement then 
the matter in dispute may be submitted to the arbitration of three persons. One chosen by each of 
the members in dispute and a third agreed upon by the two persons appointed by the parties 
concerned.


